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Strength.
Service. 
Sacrifice.
Thank you to all the first responders who  

selflessly give of themselves every day. 

StoneSprings Hospital Center congratulates 

this year’s Valor Award winners. 

stonespringshospital.com
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Major Chris Sawyer 
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A  L E T T E R  F RO M  T H E

Loudoun Chamber
Welcome to the 36th Annual Loudoun County Valor Awards! 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Loudoun Chamber, 
we thank you for joining your Loudoun County friends and 
neighbors for this proud Loudoun Chamber tradition.

Your participation in today’s Valor Awards ceremony is a powerful expression of 
your support for our 2021 Award honorees, whose heroic and often life-saving 
actions in the line of duty are clearly deserving of being described as “above and 
beyond the call of duty.” 

We hope you enjoy this year’s ceremony, which is part of a proud Loudoun 
Chamber tradition that allows our business community to express its deep and 
abiding gratitude for the service of our career and volunteer emergency first 
responders. The Chamber also is proud to honor our citizens who, when faced 
with an emergency, stepped up to assist another person in their time of desperate 
need 

Your involvement in this program demonstrates your strong support for all first 
responders, whose contributions to Loudoun County are irreplaceable. 

Loudoun County is truly fortunate to have our nation’s finest business climate 
and a vibrant, healthy community.  Your Chamber values the service of Loudoun’s 
uniformed career and volunteer public safety personnel, whose contributions to 
our community are essential to our prosperity and our quality of life. 

We also deeply appreciate the strong partnership the Chamber enjoys with our 
emergency first responders, from the leadership of the Police, Sheriff and Fire and 
Rescue agencies in Loudoun to the personnel that serve our community every 
day.

On behalf of the Loudoun Chamber, we are proud to offer our hearty 
congratulations to the 2021 Valor Award honorees!  We know all Loudoun 
Chamber members join us in extending those congratulations.

Tony Howard   
   President & CEO 

Stacey Metcalfe 

2021 Chair of the Board 
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Investing in 
our Community

NOVEC is proud to support the Valor Awards of 
 the Loudoun Chamber of Commerce

A SPECIAL THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
COMMITMENT TO PROTECT AND SERVE.

NOVEC.COM 
NOVEC is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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A  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E

Agency Chiefs

System Chief  
Keith H. Johnson
Loudoun County  
Combined Fire and  
Rescue System

Sheriff  
Michael L. Chapman 
Loudoun County Office 
of the Sheriff

Chief of Police  
Gregory C. Brown
Leesburg Police 
Department

Chief of Police  
Cynthia A. McAlister 
Purcellville Police  
Department

The Loudoun County Public Safety Community is honored 
to welcome you to the Loudoun County Valor Award’s 
36th celebration of our men and women in Fire & EMS, Law 
Enforcement and citizens who have taken great personal risk 
or exhibited exceptional judgment in their duty to protect our 
community. 

Heroic and life-saving actions are extraordinary accomplishments and we should 
recognize these persons with the highest regard. 

Each year, we partner with the Loudoun County Chamber of Commerce to 
present the annual Loudoun County Valor Awards.  With the support from the 
Chamber and the community, we have been able to recognize hundreds of 
public safety personnel in our community and we extend our sincere thanks for 
these partnerships. 

Today, we honor the Award recipients and their incidents, deeds, acts or 
accomplishments and are thankful to have them as members of our community.  
As the leaders of our Loudoun County Public Safety agencies, we are humbled 
to work daily with these distinguished men and women in Loudoun County, 
and to be a part of this recognition ceremony. 

We are appreciative of the Award recipients for their service and contributions 
both in-and-out of the line-of-duty. We congratulate all of our 2021 Valor Award 
honorees for their distinguished initiative and personal bravery in providing first 
aid, professional assistance, protection, or any physical act that contributed to the 
preservation of a human life. The prestigious awards that will be presented today 
are to honor our career and volunteer emergency first responders, and citizens 
alike. 

Thank you to all of our Loudoun County public safety personnel and award 
recipients for your performance of duty and commitment to this community!
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"Even against the 
greatest of odds, 
there is something in 
the human spirit - a 
magic blend of skill, 
faith, and valor..."

 - Walter Lord, American Author

CONGRATULATIONS 
HONOREES!

BFPE.COM
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Valor Award 
Classification & Criteria

CIVILIAN MEDAL OF VALOR
This award honors local citizens, who are not trained 
first responders, for their extraordinary acts of 
heroism in an emergency situation, while facing 
significant personal risk.

MERITORIOUS CIVILIAN AWARD

Recognition of everyday citizens for their 
extraordinary acts of courage or performance of 
heroic actions in emergency situations.

UNIT CITATION

Recognition of actions not normally involved in the 
performance of duties, actions of an extraordinary 
nature, or actions that display outstanding 
execution of duties by a unit/division/company 
which demonstrate unusual judgment, zeal, 
ingenuity and/or bravery.

LIFESAVING AWARD

Recognition of actions not normally involved in the 
performance of duties, actions of an extraordinary 
nature, or actions that display outstanding 
execution of duties by an individual which 
demonstrate unusual judgment, zeal, ingenuity, 
bravery and/or personal risk and directly result in 
the saving of a human life.

CERTIFICATE OF VALOR

Recognition of actions not normally involved in the 
performance of duties, actions of an extraordinary 
nature, or actions that display outstanding 
execution of duties by an individual which 
demonstrate unusual judgment, zeal, ingenuity, 
bravery and/or personal risk.

BRONZE MEDAL OF VALOR

Recognition of actions not normally involved in the 
performance of duties, actions of a heroic nature, 
or actions that display outstanding execution of 
duties by an individual which involve personal risk 
and demonstrate unusual judgment, zeal, bravery 
and/or ingenuity.

SILVER MEDAL OF VALOR

Recognition of actions not normally involved in the 
performance of duties, actions of a heroic nature, 
or actions that display outstanding execution of 
duties by an individual which involve significant 
personal risk and heroism and demonstrate unusual 
judgment, zeal, bravery and/or ingenuity.

GOLD MEDAL OF VALOR

Recognition of actions not normally involved in the 
performance of duties, actions of a heroic nature, 
or actions that display outstanding execution of 
duties by an individual which involve supreme 
sacrifice or extreme personal risk and heroism and 
demonstrate unusual judgment, zeal, bravery and/
or ingenuity which is clearly above and beyond the 
call of duty.

STU PLITMAN FIRST RESPONDER 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

This Award is given in honor of Stu Plitman, 
the founder of the Loudoun First Responders 
Foundation and a tireless advocate for all career 
and volunteer emergency first responders, and 
their families, in Loudoun County.  The Loudoun 
County Chamber of Commerce believes that law 
enforcement and emergency response is most 
effective when a community’s first responders 
enjoy a positive and proactive relationship with the 
businesses and citizens they serve.

The Stu Plitman First Responders Community 
Service Award is granted to those emergency 
first responders who demonstrate the highest 
commitment to fostering positive relationships 
with the Loudoun County community in ways that 
positively enhance the safety and security of our 
citizens.
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703-450-6580  www.jenkinsrestora�ons.com
Restoring Property and Lives with a Servant’s Heart

NATIONWIDE RECOVERY SERVICES
Since 1975 Jenkins Restora�ons has consistently delivered excellent ser-
vice to those needing disaster recovery and property restora�on. Our goal 
is always to rebuild your property, renew your confidence, and restore 
your life. Being a leader in our industry we provide 24/7 emergency ser-
vices, accurate es�mates, and exper�se in designing and building. Our 
professional staff will be there to clean up and repair damage to property 
so you can get back up and running as soon as possible.  When the job is 
finished, we’ve restored more than property: we’ve restored faith.

An Employee Owned Company
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Restoring Property and Lives with a Servant’s Heart

NATIONWIDE RECOVERY SERVICES
Since 1975 Jenkins Restora�ons has consistently delivered excellent ser-
vice to those needing disaster recovery and property restora�on. Our goal 
is always to rebuild your property, renew your confidence, and restore 
your life. Being a leader in our industry we provide 24/7 emergency ser-
vices, accurate es�mates, and exper�se in designing and building. Our 
professional staff will be there to clean up and repair damage to property 
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finished, we’ve restored more than property: we’ve restored faith.

An Employee Owned Company

Stu Plitman First Responder 
Community Service Award

THIS YEAR’S RECIPIENT of the Stu Plitman Community Service Award 
is Charles Grant from the Loudoun County Combined Fire and Rescue 
System. 

Charles “Charlie” Grant has been making an impact on Loudoun County 
since he first moved to Sterling with his family in 1969. 

Charlie started Grace Baptist Church in Sterling and then Grace Christian 
Academy. In 1976, he and his wife Ginny established Grace Christian 
Bookstore and GAM Printers (now GAM-Graphics and Marketing, a full-
service Marketing Company). 

In 1979, Charlie got involved as an Emergency Services Chaplain working 
with the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office and then joined Sterling Volunteer 
Fire Department and Rescue Squad in 1980 as company Chaplain. 

Charlie also founded the Loudoun County Fire and Rescue’s Chaplain 
program. Initially just a handful of Chaplains, the program now boasts 24 
active response and station chaplains who serve our citizens and emergency 
personnel in Loudoun and beyond. 

CHAPLAIN  
CHARLES GRANT  

Loudoun County Combined  

Fire and Rescue System

From 1996 to 2017, Charlie served as the Police & Fire Chaplain at both Dulles and Reagan airports. He currently 
serves as Chair Emeritus of the Corps, still participating in meetings, trainings, and funerals as he is able.

Additionally, Charlie Grant founded the Good Shepherd Alliance in 1983. GSA provides emergency housing and 
support for Loudoun County’s homeless. Although Charlie’s accomplishments were numerous, they had not yet 
satisfied his desire to serve. 

The impact Charlie Grant has made on his children, and thousands others over the years, has shaped Loudoun’s 
sense of volunteerism and charity. Through his service, Charlie hopes that others in the community will continue 
the circle of giving and serving others to make our region more neighborly.
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I N C I D E N T  O N E

Unit Citation & 
Bronze Medal of Valor

ON THE EVENING OF AUGUST 13, 2020, units from Round Hill, 
Purcellville, Hamilton, Leesburg, Lucketts, and Clarke County were 
dispatched to Sleeter Lake in Round Hill for a report of an adult 
male in the water and refusing to come out.

Upon arrival, emergency units assessed the scene and formulated a 
plan. After contact was made with the patient’s family, Unit M604B 
recognized him from a previous incident. 

Units M604B and EMS602 decided to engage the patient, hoping 
to have a rapport from the previous incident. With Unit E602 as 
backup, they proceeded to the lake where the patient was last seen. 

Despite heavy vegetation, crews located the area of the patient 
by the sound of his voice and the assistance from a pair of civilians 
fishing from a boat. The civilians were attempting to engage the 
patient, to keep him calm and close to shore. 

The patient, who was suffering from a medical emergency, started 
swimming toward the civilian’s boat in the deeper part of the lake, 
when he began yelling for help because he couldn’t swim. 

Lieutenant Krukowski decided to enter the water to rescue the 
patient, closely followed by Captain Golino. Lt. Krukowski was able 
to reach the patient and move him towards the civilian’s boat, which 
had come closer to the shore. Soon the patient was in an area where 
he was able to stand on his own. The civilians positioned their boat to 
keep the patient from proceeding further into the lake.

Lt. Krukowski and Capt. Golino made attempts to de-escalate the 
situation verbally. However, due to the patient’s mental status, this 
proved very difficult. Boat 620 arrived on the scene and additionally 
positioned themselves to help eliminate any other route of escape. 

Over the course of the next two hours, Capt. Golino, Lt. Krukowski, 
Lieutenant Bush, Firefighter Matlock, and Firefighter Chonko 
continued conversation with the patient to attempt to get him out 
of the water safely. 

UNIT CITATION  

(TOP TO BOTTOM)

Lt. Dan (Daniel) Bush 
FF/EMT Justin Chonko 
FF/EMT Joseph Dundas 
FF/PM David Lison
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“ Despite heavy vegetation, crews 
located the area of the patient by 
the sound of his voice...”

After all attempts at verbal de-escalation were exhausted, the 
decision was made to remove the patient from the water by 
surrounding him and giving him no option but to proceed to the 
shore. The patient would not cooperate and had to be physically 
removed from the lake. Once on shore, the patient continued to 
be uncooperative and was carried to a clearing where the crew of 
M604B were waiting with equipment and other personnel. 

The patient’s continued belligerence became a risk to his own safety, 
and that of the personnel on scene. Capt. Golino made the decision 
to administer a sedative to the patient to calm him and facilitate 
transport to Inova-Cornwall for evaluation. 

Despite the potential danger of entering the lake in the dark to 
rescue a patient suffering from an unknown medical or mental 
emergency, Lt. Krukowski and Capt. Golino showed tremendous 
bravery by putting the needs of the patient above their own safety. 

Wearing only personal floatation devices and carrying flashlights, the 
two officers proceeded into the lake wearing their duty uniforms and 
remained there in chest high water speaking with the patient until 
he was removed to safety hours later.

UNIT CITATION  

(TOP TO BOTTOM)

FF/EMT Troy Matlock
Tech. Aaron 
Schwarzenegger
BRONZE MEDAL OF VALOR

Lt. Nicholas Krukowski 
Captain Mark Golino
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I N C I D E N T  T W O

Unit Citation & 
Bronze Medal of Valor

ON THE MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2020, just 
after shift change, Loudoun County Emergency 
Call Center (ECC) dispatched units from Lucketts, 
Leesburg, and LCFR Command Staff to an auto 
accident on James Monroe Hwy/Route 15 at Farm 
Lane. On route, the responding units were informed this 
was a two-car accident with at least one person trapped 
and a second vehicle “fully involved” in flames. 

Rescue unit 620 arrived first to find off-duty 
Firefighter Andrew Gideon already on scene, and the 
reported two-car accident with severe injuries. They 
discovered that one patient was indeed trapped in their 
vehicle, another vehicle was on fire, and one patient was 
laying on the ground. Minutes later, Engines 610 and 
601 arrived.

These rescue crews encountered a chaotic scene and 
quickly began to triage the situation. Engine 601 
quickly went to work extinguishing the auto fire, which 
had spread to the trees nearby, and checked for any 
additional passengers in the vehicle.  

Rescue 620, with the support of Engine 610, began 
extricating the patient that was trapped in their vehicle. 
Engine 610 established the incident command post until 
Battalion 602’s arrival. 

With Battalion 602 on the scene, incident command 
was assumed from Engine 610 and Safety 601 was 
assigned the incident safety officer. Given the incident’s 
complexity, the incident safety officer was critical to 
ensure the responders on scene remained safe while 
allowing for the patients’ proper care.   

Within minutes, Ambulance 610 and Medic 613D 
arrived and began evaluating the patients, followed by 
Medic 613C. Due to the conditions on scene, they had 
to think on their feet and combine crews to best treat 
the severely injured patients.  

BRONZE MEDAL OF VALOR

FF/EMT Andrew Gideon
UNIT CITATION  

(TOP TO BOTTOM)

Tech. Austin Bell 
Lt. James Best 
FF/Paramedic Eric Chiou 
FF/EMT Jared Creamer

UNIT CITATION  

(TOP TO BOTTOM)

FF/EMT William Green 
Tech. Aaron Estep 
Lt. Brandy Eiseman 
BC Brandon Frieder 
Captain Jeffrey Garner
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“ Not long after departing 
the scene, they learned the 
helicopter was grounded 
due to weather.”

Due to the severity of burns, Medic 613D was tasked 
with transporting one patient to the Leesburg Airport 
where they would meet a medical helicopter for 
transport to Washington Hospital Center for special 
care. Not long after departing the scene, they learned 
the helicopter was grounded due to the weather. They 
decided to rendezvous with EMS601 and drive to the 
hospital.

While en route to the hospital, the Medic 613D vehicle 
began experiencing mechanical problems. transporting 
a critically injured patient for a long distance, in a unit 
experiencing mechanical issues only added to the stress 
to the situation.

Meanwhile, Rescue 620 was extricating the heavily 
trapped patient in the second vehicle.  As the patient 
was freed, Medic 613C’s crew joined with Ambulance 
610 and EMS 602 to begin patient care.  Crews then 
immediately transported the patient to Inova Loudoun 
Hospital.

Ultimately, this incident was handled with incredible 
professionalism and pride.  The hospital personnel where 
patients were taken offered a great deal of praise for the 
EMS providers and the units on scene, and for off duty 
firefighter, Andrew Gideon. 

UNIT CITATION  

(TOP TO BOTTOM)

FF/EMT Patrick Hargrove 
Captain Lindsay Jacobs 
Lt. Christopher Jenkins 
FF/EMT Jacob Keck 
FF/EMT Patrick Miner
Lt. Gregory Moore 

UNIT CITATION  

(TOP TO BOTTOM)

FF/EMT Shawn Nugent 
Captain Herb Rundgren 
FF/EMT Jason Schortemeyer 
FF/EMT Devin Shirk 
FF/EMT Cody Simpson
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Dominion Energy’s EnergyShare® program helps those who need it most.  

For qualified customers, we offer bill pay assistance along with free 

weatherization and energy-saving upgrades. From insulating attics and 

caulking doors and windows to installing energy-efficient lightbulbs, we’re 

not just helping customers, we’re helping neighbors. Call 2-1-1 or visit 

DominionEnergy.com/EnergyShare-VA to learn more.

Sometimes  
a helping hand  

comes on two feet.
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I N C I D E N T  T H R E E

Unit Citation

ON DECEMBER 19, 2020, Justin Stanley took a call from a young child 
asking for help to wake her mother. The child said she was in a hotel but 
didn’t know its name or address. Justin located the call and observed that it 
was coming from either one of two hotels in Dulles. While Justin questioned 
the child for more information, the child hung up the phone.

Justin attempted to call the cell phone several times, while units were 
dispatched to Hyatt Place Hotel, and both hotels were contacted. The crew 
spoke with the front desk of each hotel to see if they had a family with a 
small child staying 
there or had that cell 
phone number for 
a registered guest. 
Neither hotel could 
verify if the family 
was staying with 
them.

Justin was finally 
able to get the child on the phone and she said she was four years old. He 
asked the child if she could look out the window and see a fire truck or an 
ambulance, and the child said she saw a fire truck. He asked if she could open 
the door and see the room number, but the door was locked and she couldn’t 
open it. 

Justin asked the child to stand at the window and wave her hands so the 
units could see her. The child was located on the second floor of Hyatt Place 
Hotel. The child then went back and knocked on the door so E611 confirmed 
she was in room 515.

Justin did an excellent job talking with the child in a calm and compassionate 
tone while trying to get her help. He spent approximately 30 minutes on the 
phone until emergency units arrived on scene. These collaborative efforts 
made by Justin Stanley and Arin Flook determined the exact location of this 
emergency and the child’s mother received medical assistance.

UNIT CITATIOIN 

(TOP TO BOTTOM)

Arin Flook 
Justin Stanley

“Justin asked the child to 
stand at the window and 
wave her hands so the units 
could see her.”
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Contact us today for all of yourmarketing needs!
703-777-1111

advertising@loudountimes.com

Congratulations To Our
Community Heroes!



192021 LOUDOUN VALOR AWARDS 

Contact us today for all of yourmarketing needs!
703-777-1111

advertising@loudountimes.com

Congratulations To Our
Community Heroes!

I N C I D E N T  F O U R

Lifesaving Award
ON APRIL 12, 2020, after returning from an EMS call, Firefighter Stephen 
Leighton sat down at the station’s dinner table to enjoy his evening meal. 

While eating his Easter Dinner Firefighter Leighton started chocking on 
a piece of food. Recognizing his airway had developed into a complete 
blockage, Firefighter Leighton pushed himself clear of the table and 
attempted to clear his own airway. Fellow Firefighters Kevin Daskalovitz 
and Richard Boyce saw what was happening and recognized Leighton was in 
distress.

Firefighter Daskalovitz quickly moved behind Leighton and performed 
abdominal thrusts while Firefighter Richard Boyce assisted with back blows 
to clear the airway. FF Leighton was able to regain his breathing and showed 
no further signs of distress. 

Thanks to their quick actions, Firefighters Kevin Daskalovitz and Richard 
Boyce were able to save Firefighter Stephen Leighton from a potentially dire 
choking emergency. 

UNIT CITATIOIN 

(TOP TO BOTTOM)

FF/EMT Richard Boyce II 
FF/EMT Kevin Daskalovitz

I N C I D E N T  F I V E

Meritorious Civilian Award
ON SEPTEMBER 28, 2020, Jared Stegner and Andrew Miller were at work 
when they discovered a coworker unconscious in their car. They pulled the 
patient from his vehicle, began CPR and administered one shock from a 
nearby AED. 

When fire and rescue units arrived, the patient had regained a pulse, and was 
awake and conversing after further treatment from EMS.

Thanks to the decisive and effective actions of Jared Stengner and Andrew 
Miller, their co-worker’s life was undoubtedly saved. 

MERITORIOUS CIVILIANS 

Andrew Miller 
Jared Stegner
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I N C I D E N T  S I X

Civilian Medal of Valor
ON THE MORNING OF FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2020, emergency units 
were dispatched to a vehicle accident at John Mosby Highway and Lenah 
Mill Boulevard.

Units arrived to find four vehicles involved in the accident, with one totally 
submerged in a nearby pond. The driver, who is a paraplegic, had been pulled 
to safety by two citizens, Nissa Clavelli and Mark Kloepping. 

Ms. Clavelli was driving on Route 50 behind the accident when she 
witnessed a truck drive into the pond. Ms. Clavelli stopped and jumped into 
the pond to the aid the victim. She attempted to break one of the windows 
with a hammer but was unsuccessful. This is when Mr. Kloepping entered the 
water to assist her with breaking the window and pulling the victim to shore. 

Mr. Kloepping had been walking his dog next to Fleetwood Road, when he 
heard the accident, where he noticed several vehicles pulled off to the road 
side. He crossed the highway and noticed someone in the pond attempting 
to break the window out of the submerged vehicle. 

Mr. Kloepping then entered the water to assist Ms. Clavelli, where he took 
her hammer and after several attempts finally broke the window. They 
proceeded to remove the victim from the vehicle and get him safely to 
shore.

With little regard for their own safety, Ms. Clavelli and Mr. Kloepping 
demonstrated incredible bravery and resolve to save the life of Jason 
Burgess.

CIVILIAN MEDAL OF VALOR

Nissa Clavelli 
Mark Kloepping

“ He crossed the highway and noticed 
someone in the pond attempting 
to break the window out of the 
submerged vehicle.”
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I N C I D E N T  S E V E N

Meritorious Civilian Award
ON OCTOBER 18, 2020, a local family was cooking meat using a smoker in 
their backyard, when a flying ember from the smoker fell into the mulch and 
ignited a pine tree next to their home.

No one was there to see this happen because the resident had stepped 
away to a neighbor’s house. But their 9-year-old son was out front playing, 
when he saw the fire and ran to the family’s fire exit spot and screamed for 
someone to call 911.

A neighbor, Scott Sheldon, heard the boy screaming and ran over to assist. 
After banging on the door and calling for the residents, he grabbed his 
own hose to extinguish the fire. Due to Scott’s heroic instincts and quick 
thinking, he saved his neighbor’s home and prevented any loss of life or 
further property damage.

MERITORIOUS CIVILIAN 

Scott Sheldon

I N C I D E N T  E I G H T

Meritorious Civilian Award

ON JUNE 30, 2020, at the Leesburg Courthouse Construction site, 
bystanders noticed that a delivery driver had collapsed by his truck. 

Civilians Greg Daymude, Josh Moore, and Berryman Good activated 911 and 
began CPR. This resulted in an eventual return of the patient’s pulse. Thanks 
to the heroic and successful actions of civilians Greg Daymude, Josh Moore, 
and Berryman Good, the patient survived and had a full recovery. 

MERITORIOUS CIVILIANS 

(TOP TO BOTTOM)  

Greg Daymude 
Berryman F. Good III 
Josh Moore
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To our First Responders, we salute you.

“ Courage and  
Perseverance

have a magical 

talisman, before 

which difficuties 

disappear 

and obstacles 

vanish into air.”

www.CopyGeneral.com
703.478.5252  |  102-G Executive Drive  |  Sterling, VA 20166

USA | Budapest | Moscow | Prague | Warsaw

CopyGeneral.com
digital printing | spot uv | die-cutting | bindery & finishing  

mailing | fulfillment | packaging
Washington | Budapest | Moscow | Prague | Warsaw

0
celebrating 40 years

0
celebrating 40 years

embracing the power of print for over 40 years.embracing the power of print for over 40 years.
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I N C I D E N T  N I N E

Lifesaving &  
Meritorious Civilian Award

ON JUNE 10, 2020, Senior Deputy Nathan House responded to a home in 
Hamilton, to assist with a report of a 70-year-old female in cardiac arrest. 

Senior Deputy House arrived to the home before Fire and Rescue. He 
entered the home and found Mr. Gerald Fletcher performing CPR on his 
aunt, Mrs. Bonnie Reed, who was laying on the living room floor. Senior 
Deputy House immediately took over CPR and began performing chest 
compressions for about 5 minutes before Fire and Rescue arrived. 

SD House and Mr. Fletcher’s direct action to perform CPR allowed Mrs. 
Reed to regain a pulse and allow for a safe transport to Inova Loudoun 
Hospital to recover.

LIFESAVING AWARD

SD Nathan House 
MERITORIOUS CIVILIAN 

(not pictured)  

Gerald Fletcher 

“ He entered the home and found Mr. 
Gerald Fletcher performing CPR...”
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CAMPAIGN

SUPPORTING OUR FIRST RESPONDERS
9/11/21

LFRF.org/donate Become a partner: 571-367-4302

Auto Save 4 U

House Cleaning Heroes

Paperfish Creative

37 MMG

Ed Williams

Copy General

Andy & Tina Johnson

JP Events & Consulting

CEO Consulting Group

Your Networking Ninja

Stanford Design 
Consulting, LLC

Potomac Leadership 
Leadshare

Tony Howard

Robeks of Loudoun 
County

Adam & Christine Skitol

ARM Consulting, LLC

Basics First Chiropractic

ARM Consulting, LLC

Basics First 
Chiropractic

Toth Financial

Carol & Phil Barbe

Jim Bollenbacher

Backflow Technology

Barbara Plitman 
Family

Beatriz McNelly

THANK YOU 
TO THE 
20Y/20K 
SPONSORS*

*As of 6/30/21

OUR MISSION: Loudoun First Responders Foundation (LFRF) serves our county by 
providing the community an opportunity to support local heroes.

Become a 20Y/20K campaign 
sponsor. Scan the QR code 
and donate now.
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CAMPAIGN

SUPPORTING OUR FIRST RESPONDERS
9/11/21

In remembrance of the 
20th Anniversary of 9/11, 
the Loudoun First 
Responders Foundation is 
honoring our First 
Responders who are 
heroes EVERY DAY.

Register 
for a  
$500 
SUPPORT
GIFT!

Deadline for Registration:
September, 10, 2021 5:00 PM

https://LFRF.org/20-20-campaign/

The $500 support gift is for up to 40 First 
Responders, First Responder Support Staff, 
and Civilian Personnel as part of the 20y/20k 
Campaign. Random drawing is on 9/11/2021.

Only one (1) registration per person.
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I N C I D E N T  T E N

Lifesaving Award

ON TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2020, Deputy First Class Sean Trautner requested 
assistance for a possible medical emergency inside the Loudoun County 
Courthouse. Master Deputy Jennifer Wetzel responded and attempted to 
provide aid to the adult male. MD Wetzel radioed to the Control Room to 
send rescue for a possible cardiac emergency. 

MD Wetzel, DFC Trautner and Deputy First Class Kirk Graham then placed 
the patient onto the floor. MD Wetzel checked for his pulse and respirations 
and none were noted. MD Wetzel started performing CPR and requested 
the AED. Sergeant Melissa Tennant retrieved the AED, trauma bag, and 
gloves.

Lieutenant Doug Snell applied the AED pads as MD Wetzel continued 
CPR. The AED administered 1 shock, then MD Wetzel resumed chest 
compressions with Deputy First Class Stanly Miller providing respirations. 
CPR was administered for four and a half minutes until rescue arrived and 
relieved the deputies.   

The medic unit evaluated the patient and stated he had regained a pulse. 
Rescue proceeded to attend to and transport him to Inova Loudoun 
Hospital. 

Thanks to the heroic actions and exemplary teamwork of these Sheriff’s 
Office personnel, the patient’s life was clearly saved.

LIFESAVING AWARD 

(TOP TO BOTTOM) 

DFC Kirk Graham 
DFC Stanly Miller 
Lt Doug Snell 
Sgt Melissa Tennant 
DFC Sean Trautner

LIFESAVING AWARD 

MD Jennifer Wetzel
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I N C I D E N T  E L E V E N

Unit Citation

ON FEBRUARY 16, 2020, while operating on a joint incident, paramedic 
engine 627, medic 627, and LCSO deputies arrived on the scene to a patient 
who had ingested caustic substances. On the third floor of a townhouse they 
found the patient in the master bathroom floor. 

Two empty bottles of Lysol cleaning detergent with bleach and a bottle of 
soap scum remover were near the patient. The patient told them he drank 
both in hopes of taking his own life. After much effort they convinced the 
patient to be transported to the hospital. 

The patient stood up and they walked towards the stairs, where one deputy 
was standing. The patient suddenly lunged at the deputy and Firefighter 
Joyave yelled aloud, “Whoa, he’s grabbing your gun.” The deputy placed his 
hand on his firearm to prevent it from being removed, while a second deputy 
assisted in trying to gain control of patient without success. 

During the struggle, the patient and two deputies fell towards a bedroom 
which Firefighter Sills was in. As the deputies continued their attempts to 
control the patient, he again tried to grab the deputy’s firearm. 

To keep the subject from gaining possession of the gun, Firefighter Sills 
grabbed his wrist and pulled him to the floor. Firefighter Sills maintained 
control of the patient’s wrist and immobilized his head until a deputy was 
able to handcuff the patient. 

The heroic and selfless actions of all of these individuals kept everyone safe, 
including the patient in crisis and other family members at the scene, while 
also providing critical medical services. 

UNIT CITATION 

(TOP TO BOTTOM) 

DFC Mitchell Costic 
DFC Joseph Garone 
Sgt. Jeffrey Hunt 
FF/EMT Tyler Joyave 
FF/EMT Douglas Sills
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I N C I D E N T  T W E LV E

Certificate of Valor

ON MARCH 8, 2020, the Loudoun County Emergency Communications 
Center received multiple calls of a shooting incident, including reports of an 
individual laying on the sidewalk. 

Deputies arrived within minutes and locked down the area, searching for 
suspects and possible victims. Deputies Joshua Reed, Kelsey Long, and 
Nathan Potter found one victim lying in the street, bleeding profusely from 
several gunshot wounds to the torso. The Deputies immediately began life 
saving measures. 

Deputy Reed cut off the victim’s shirt while Deputy Long ran to get her 
trauma kit. Deputy Reed and Deputy Long placed chest seals on the bullet 
holes and put pressure on the wounds to control the bleeding. An ambulance 
crew soon arrived. While Deputies Reed and Long were tending to the 
injuries, Deputy Potter interviewed the victim in attempt to get a dying 
declaration of who had shot him.  

Meanwhile, other deputies were searching the area for the shooter and 
additional victims. A bloody area was found on a nearby sidewalk. This 
scene consisted of a lot of blood, shell casings, and two cutting instruments. 
Deputies identified a blood trail leading away from the scene. 

Deputies followed the trail of blood to locate additional victims. Sergeant 
Chad Braun found the trail led to a blood smear on a nearby front door. 
Deputies suspected that since no gun was found near the first victim, the 
person inside this residence was likely the suspect and likely armed. In 
addition, due to the amount of blood leading to this house, the suspect also 
suffered life threatening wounds. 

Sergeants Braun and McClenahan, and Deputies Joshua Colborn, Jacob 
Karrasch, Derek Ater, Jeffrey Cichocki, and James Sullivan, converged on 
this house. Deputies Colborn, Ater, and Cichocki, maintained cover on the 
windows of the house while Sergeants Braun and McClenahan covered the 
front door. 

CERTIFICATE OF VALOR 

(TOP TO BOTTOM) 

DFC Derek Ater 
Sgt. Chad Braun 
Sgt. Jeffrey Cichocki 
DFC Joshua Colborn 
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Sergeant Braun banged on the locked door and yelled for someone to open 
it. Sergeant McClenahan and Deputy Karrasch grabbed sledgehammers 
from their cars and beat on the door. While beating the door, both deputies 
felt they might be shot by the subject. The door finally gave way, but was 
difficult to open because the subject, who was semi-conscious, was lying 
against it in a pool of blood. 

Deputies were finally able to gain entry. Sergeants McClenahan and Braun, 
and Deputy Ater provided cover, while Deputies Cichocki and Colborn went 
inside. Since this area was “hot” and it was unknown if there was another 
shooter inside, Deputies Colborn and Cichocki quickly grabbed the subject. 
They carried him to a safe location outside where rescue personnel were 
waiting. 

CERTIFICATE OR VALOR 

(TOP TO BOTTOM) 

DFC Jacob Karrasch 
Sgt. Lewis McClenahan 
DFC James Sullivan

“ Deputies suspected that since no gun 
was found near the first victim, the 
person inside this residence was likely 
the suspect and likely armed.”
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I N C I D E N T  T H I R T E E N

Bronze Medal of Valor
ON JANUARY 17, 2019, the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office received a 
report concerning a male subject who had broken into a trailer on a property 
in Paeonian Springs, which contained a safe with firearms stored. The caller 
further stated that gun fire could be heard coming from the vicinity of the 
trailer. 

Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office Deputies responded to the location of the 
report, where there was still a significant amount of snow on the ground from 
a recent snowstorm. They attempted to make contact with the male subject, 
who did come outside briefly to speak with the Deputies, but then suddenly 
retreated back into the trailer. The Deputies heard what they believed to be 
a firearm being loaded inside the trailer and moved to a position of limited 
cover nearby. 

BRONZE MEDAL OF VALOR 

DFC Brandon Noland

The subject then began firing the firearm from inside the trailer. Deputies were unable to move to a safe 
location due to their location in an open field. The trailer also had windows on all sides, and it was unknown in 
what direction the subject was firing. 

Deputy First Class Brandon Noland responded to the scene as a member of LCSO Special Operation’s 
Section. DFC Noland established a perimeter position in a tree line approximately 50 yards from the front 
left corner of the trailer. He observed the Deputy on the opposite front corner of the trailer was unable to 
move to a safe position away from the structure. 

DFC Noland determined the subject inside the trailer was firing a long gun into the wood line behind the 
trailer. DFC Noland heard gun fire coming from the front of the trailer and watched as the Deputy pinned 
down on the opposite side returning fire with his pistol. 

DFC Noland believed the subject had shot toward the Deputy from the open doorway in front, but could 
not see him. DFC Noland remained disciplined by not engaging the subject who he could not clearly identify 
behind the door. 

After a brief pause in gun fire, DFC Noland saw the subject raising his gun barrel in the direction of the other 
Deputy. Believing the other Deputy’s life was in danger, DFC Noland fired one shot from his rifle toward the 
subject. Not knowing what was behind the door the subject was standing behind, he aimed at the only part of 
the subject’s body he could see, his right arm. The subject retreated back into the trailer. 

This gave the pinned down Deputy the chance to move to a safe location away. The subject later surrendered 
peacefully, because the injuries he suffered from DFC Noland’s use of force prevented hm from operating 
his firearm.

DFC Noland’s quick assessment of the situation and exemplary actions during the course of his duties saved 
the lives of other fellow Deputies and effectively resolved the deadly situation without the loss of life or 
injuries sustained by his colleagues or the public. He did so knowing that his own life and safety were at great 
peril for the entire incident. 
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I N C I D E N T  F O U R T E E N

Certificate of Valor &
Bronze Medal of Valor

ON MARCH 14, 2020 Deputies Gardner, Wealand, and Master Deputy Hall 
responded to a call regarding an adult male threatening suicide by jumping 
from a third story window. 

Upon arrival the deputies were let into the house by family and could hear a 
male voice yelling threats that he was going to kill himself and using profane 
language from a floor above them. 

The deputies located the subject on the second floor, seated at a computer 
desk, still yelling but appeared to be unarmed. So they approached the man 
and MD Hall placed his hand on his shoulder and asked him what was going 
on, in an attempt to calm him down. 

The man then reached down and grabbed a large knife that had been 
out of view and attempted to stab himself in his chest. Deputy Wealand 
immediately warned the other deputies by yelling “knife,” while Deputy 
Gardner leaped across the man and landed on his lap, simultaneously 
grabbing the hand that held the knife. 

The deputies struggled with the subject until they were able to get the knife 
away and take him into custody, without harm. The subject was then taken to 
receive mental health treatment. 

The decisive actions, courage, and teamwork of all three deputies resolved 
this potentially deadly incident without any harm. Deputy Gardiner’s 
immediate action to ensure the safety of all involved, including the suicidal 
subject, was especially crucial in bringing this crisis to a safe resolution.

CERTIFICATE OF VALOR

MD Mike Hall 
Dep. Megan Wealand
BRONZE MEDAL OF VALOR 

Dep. Zach Gardner

“ The deputies struggled with the 
subject until they were able to get the 
knife away...”
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Stronger Together Than Apart
With Northern Virginia's largest ballroom coupled with over 900 guestrooms, award

winning culinary, and a convenient location, The National is here and ready for all your
meeting and event needs.  

18980 Upper Belmont Place
Leesburg, VA 20176

703-724-5111
info@conferencecenter.com

@TheNationalNoVa

Enlist Your Own Personal Marketing Team.
The concept of LeadShare is simple yet effective. LeadShare is designed to assist 
participants in expanding their business network. Each group meets twice a 
month to learn more about a group member’s business and the kind of clients and 
opportunities each one is seeking. Each position in a group is industry exclusive.

LEARN MORE:  LOUDOUNCHAMBER.ORG / LEADSHARE

LEADSHARE
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I N C I D E N T  F I F T E E N

Lifesaving Award

ON OCTOBER 26, 2020, at the Loudoun County Adult Detention Center, 
Senior Deputy Robert Flood was conducting a formal headcount in the 
C-Pod housing unit at shift change.  

During inspection, SD Flood encountered an inmate who was sitting on the 
floor in his cell who appeared to be attempting to commit suicide.  SD Flood 
immediately called for assistance and a supervisor to report to the location.  

SD Flood then requested the cell door to be opened and moved inside. There 
he saw the inmate had a bedsheet tied around his neck, with the other end of 
the sheet fastened to the top of his bunk, restricting his breathing.  

SD Flood then lifted the inmate off the floor to relieve the pressure from 
his neck. Deputy First Class Cody Hoffmaster then arrived to assist, acting 
immediately to cut the bedsheet free from the bunk, using his issued 
seatbelt cutter.  

Due to Senior Deputy Flood’s and Deputy First Class Hoffmaster’s quick 
actions, the inmate survived to make a full recovery and was transported to 
a mental health facility for treatment. Their calm professionalism enabled 
them to effectively intervene in this life-threatening emergency.

LIFESAVING AWARD

SD Robert Flood 
DFC Cody Hoffmaster
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I N C I D E N T  S I X T E E N

Lifesaving Award

ON JUNE 13, 2020, Deputy First Class Joseph Whitehead and Deputy First 
Class John Giangola responded to a report of a male subject pacing naked 
around the Potomac Wayside Park.

Both deputies responded and encountered a subject being held down on the 
ground by civilians. DFC Whitehead and Giangola quickly placed the subject 
in handcuffs and held him down until rescue units arrived. 

The subject was displaying signs of excited delirium and resisted being 
restrained. The deputies took precautions to make sure the subject was 
laying on his side and ensured he had an unobstructed airway. They 
continued to monitor his health and vital signs. 

DFC Whitehead and Giangola worked with rescue on scene to coordinate 
sedation they could transport the patient. They spent approximately 40 
continuous minutes restraining the subject while ensuring his health and 
safety. 

The subject was taken on an Emergency Custody Order and remained in 
DFC Whitehead’s custody until the end of his shift. The subject incurred no 
injuries during this encounter and his family shared that they were grateful 
for the way the situation was handled.

The deputies professionally and safely handled a tense and dangerous 
situation, ensuring the best and safest outcome for all involved.

LIFESAVING AWARD

DFC John Giangola 
DFC Joesph Whitehead 

“ The subject was displaying signs of 
excited delirium and resisted being 
restrained.”
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I N C I D E N T  S E V E N T E E N

Lifesaving Award

ON OCTOBER 30, 2020, a Deputy Sheriff from another jurisdiction 
accidentally discharged his firearm and shot his leg, while in the restroom at 
the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Academy, where he was attending 
in-service training. 

Deputy First Class Joshua Edney, who is an instructor at the academy and 
Officer Agule quickly responded to the sound of the gunshot to provide 
assistance. Upon entering the restroom, they found a male subject lying on 
the ground, with a pool of blood growing under his leg. 

Officer Agule began treating the leg injury, and DFC Edney directed 
another academy instructor to retrieve a tourniquet. They made a quick 
assessment of the injury and applied the tourniquet to the subject’s thigh. 

While providing aid, DFC Edney and officer Agule communicated their 
actions and maintained a conversation with the subject. They continued to 
provide care and monitored the bleeding until rescue units arrived. 

The quick and decisive actions of DFC Edney and Officer Agule limited the 
subject’s blood loss and ensured first responder care was provided prior to 
the arrival of emergency rescue units.

LIFESAVING AWARD

OFC J.R. Agule 
DFC Joshua Edney
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I N C I D E N T  E I G H T E E N

Lifesaving Award

ON AUGUST 18, 2020, officers were dispatched to a shooting in a 
townhouse in the 100 block of West O Street in Purcellville.  The caller 
reported a thirty-year-old male accidentally shot himself in the leg, while in  
a  basement apartment. Sergeant Paul Kakol, a twenty-year police veteran 
and former U.S. Army Ranger, arrived within one minute, followed moments 
later by Officers Alexander Burkett and Raymond Starkey.  

Sergeant Kakol grabbed his trauma bag, quickly located the patient, and 
proceeded to the basement apartment at the rear of the residence. As he 
entered the apartment, Sergeant Kakol carefully assessed the situation.  

LIFESAVING AWARD

Sgt. Paul Kakol

He observed the victim laying on the floor with a visible gunshot wound in his left thigh. The victim was being 
helped by another male subject who had secured a belt around the victim’s leg as a makeshift tourniquet.  
A black semiautomatic pistol was laying on the bed, and there were empty beer cans scattered around the 
apartment.  Because the exact nature of the shooting had yet to be determined, Sergeant Kakol directed 
Officer Burkett to secure the scene and guard the evidence while he evaluated the victim’s injuries and 
provided life-saving measures.  Officer Starkey assisted Officer Burkett.

Sergeant Kakol found the victim conscious and calm. While assessing his injuries, Sergeant Kakol established 
a rapport to keep the patient calm. Discovering there was no exit wound and minimal external  bleeding, 
Sergeant Kakol was confident the victim’s femur was shattered because the leg felt like “Jell-O.”  He was 
concerned there could be life-threatening internal bleeding. As a result, Sergeant Kakol applied direct 
pressure using his knee to stop blood flow to the leg and wasted no time in properly applying a tactical 
tourniquet from his trauma bag.

The first medic to arrive was Paramedic Thomas Kane, while Sergeant Kakol was packing the  wound with 
hemostatic gauze to promote rapid clotting and prevent blood loss. Sergeant Kakol advised he would finish 
packing the wound then get out of the way for medical personnel, but Paramedic Kane was so impressed with 
Sergeant Kakol’s work, he directed him to stay and keep working. 

Sergeant Kakol cut the clothing from the victim to better assess injuries and prepare him for transport, and 
he continued providing the primary medical care until the victim was moved to a gurney. The victim was 
transported to the Inova Trauma Center at Lansdowne where he underwent extensive surgery to repair his  
femur, which was confirmed shattered. He survived the shooting, which was determined to be accidental. 

Paramedic Kane said the physician was “very complimentary”of the work done by Sergeant Kakol, specifically 
noting his tourniquet was “perfectly placed” and likely would’ve saved the victim’s life even had the femoral 
artery been severed. Without hesitation, Sergeant Kakol directed his team to secure the scene while he 
rendered aid to the victim because he recognized the extent of the injury and knew he could save a life.
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I N C I D E N T  N I N E T E E N

Bronze Medal of Valor
& Certificate of Valor

ON AUGUST 18, 2020, in the early morning hours of February 22, 2020, 
Town of Purcellville Officers Alexander Burkett and Raymond Starkey 
responded to a noise complaint at North 16th Street in the Purcellville East 
Apartments.  The call reported a white Honda Odyssey in the parking lot 
revving the engine and causing the tires to smoke. As Officer Burkett turned 
into the apartment complex, a second caller reported a vehicle drove into a 
building at the same location.

Officer Burkett arrived to find a white Chevrolet Impala crashed into the 
corner of an apartment building on 16th Street.  The vehicle’s front half was 
fully engulfed in flames, and the fire had spread to the apartment building 
which now was heavily involved.  

Officer Burkett ran to the vehicle, located the driver on the ground next to 
the car, and checked for additional occupants.  Finding no one inside, Officer 
Burkett tried to move the driver to safety, but discovered the driver very 
obese, disoriented, and unable to stand.  Officer Burkett felt extreme heat 
from the flames, worried the car could explode, and knew he was running out 
of time.  Acting quickly and calmly in the face of great personal risk, Officer 
Burkett utilized all his strength to assist the driver to his feet and helped him 
walk to the parking lot, where the subject collapsed on the ground.  

BRONZE MEDAL OF VALOR

Officer Alexander Burkett
CERTIFICATE OF VALOR

Officer Raymond Starkey

As Officer Starkey arrived he saw the apartment building in flames and immediately knew he needed to 
evacuate the occupants. After reporting the situation to dispatch, Officer Starkey sprinted into the building 
and began pounding on doors to alert residents. Officer Burkett soon joined Officer Starkey in evacuating 
the building.  

Waking all the residents proved very challenging, but Officers Starkey and Burkett persisted until every 
apartment was evacuated and all the residents were safe and accounted for.  The incident required a large fire 
department response and resulted in four families being displaced, but no one was injured by the fire.  

The driver of the vehicle was transported to the hospital for treatment. An investigation revealed the driver 
was under the influence of cocaine and PCP and became incapacitated with his foot on the accelerator.  The 
driver was arrested for driving under the influence of drugs.   

Officers Burkett and Starkey responded to what they believed to be a simple noise complaint and discovered 
a vehicle and apartment building on fire. Without hesitation, Officers Burkett and Starkey ran toward the fire 
and took decisive action to save lives while placing themselves in great danger.
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I N C I D E N T  T W E N T Y

Unit Citation

ON DECEMBER 6, 2020, Leesburg PD units responded to a report 
of a subject, that suffers from a mental illness, threatening family 
members with a knife. The suspect had chased both his mother and 
father with the knife before they were able to escape the residence 
and contact law enforcement.

Once on the scene, a family member reported the suspect had 
gone inside the house and locked the door. Officers also learned 
a female occupant was inside with the suspect. Leesburg Police 
Communications also received a 911 call from that address with a 
female yelling, “he’s trying kill me.” 

Officers entered the residence and heard the overwhelming sound 
of music throughout the house. Officers feared the music was at 
that level to drown out someone being attacked or calling for help. 
Officers proceeded upstairs to the second floor while calling the 
suspect by name. There were several bedrooms on the second level 
and it was unknown which ones were occupied by the female or 
suspect.  

As officers proceeded up the stairs the female victim appeared 
from a bedroom with an obvious stab wound to her abdomen. She 
was immediately taken away and transferred to Loudoun Fire and 
Rescue personnel, who transported her to the hospital for medical 
attention.

UNIT CITATION 

(TOP TO BOTTOM) 

Sgt. Wael Abilmona 
Pll Rachel Bates 
Officer Todd Cockerham 
Pll Carl Ford
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UNIT CITATION 

(TOP TO BOTTOM) 

Pll Nazem Hachwi 
Plll Steven Holmes 
Officer Chelsea Massie

Additional commands and announcements went without a response 
from the suspect.  Upon reaching the second floor, officers located 
a locked door which they forced open.  When the door opened the 
suspect was located lying on a bed.  The use of clear commands and 
strong officer presence caused the suspect to comply with directions 
which resulted in him being taken into custody without incident.  

The decisive actions of Officer Steve Holmes, Officer Rachel Bates, 
Officer Todd Cockerham, Officer Nazem Hachwi, Officer Carl 
Ford, Officer Chelsea Massie and Sergeant Wael Abilmona resulted 
in swift medical attention for a malicious wounding victim, order 
restored at a residence, and safe arrest of a felony suspect.

“ Upon reaching the second floor, 
the officers located a locked door 
which they forced open.”
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I N C I D E N T  T W E N T Y - O N E

Lifesaving Award

ON THE AFTERNOON OF JULY 26, 2020, Officers Carter, Ascunce and 
Nicodemus responded to the 7-11 at 22 Plaza Street, for a report of unruly 
individuals on the property. 

The store clerk advised the responding officers that there were several male 
subjects outside the establishment loitering and possibly fighting. The clerk 
asked to have the subjects removed from the property. 

After speaking with the clerk, the officers went behind the store, where they 
found two male subjects lying on the ground in a drainage ditch. There were 
no visible wounds to the first subject they saw.  

LIFESAVING AWARD

Pll Josh Carter

As they continued, the officers saw a significant amount of blood pooling near the second subject.  The 
officers quickly determined the second subject had been stabbed in the neck and it appeared to have struck 
an artery. 

Officer Carter immediately placed his hand on the patient’s neck to stop the bleeding.  By this time, the 
victim’s skin had turned ashen gray and he was largely unresponsive. Officer Carter soon realized that the 
victim’s blood was continuing to flow, so he placed his second hand on and then inside the stab wound to stop 
the bleeding.

Officer Ascunce remained with Officer Carter throughout the event and shouted words of encouragement 
to the victim in Spanish.  Officer Carter so relentlessly maintained pressure on the patient’s wound that he 
eventually became covered in blood.

At the same time, Officer Nicodemus checked on the other male victim, who appeared to be passed out. 
Checking him for wounds, Officer Nicodemus verified he was unharmed, and was able to wake him before 
Rescue units arrived. 

Thanks to Officer Carter’s dogged actions, the injured man’s color started to return and he became lucid 
enough to provide his first name. Even after medics arrived on the scene, Officer Carter stayed to assist the 
medical team by cutting a piece of plastic that could be taped onto the victim’s wound. 

The patient was transported by medivac to Inova Fairfax Hospital, where he was rushed to the operating 
room. He underwent back-to-back surgeries on his neck before being admitted in stable condition.
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I N C I D E N T  T W E N T Y - T W O

Lifesaving Award

ON NOVEMBER 22, 2020, Officer Kyle Wagner responded to a residence in 
Leesburg to assist a rescue with a possible cardiac arrest. 

Officer Wagner was the first on scene and was met by family members who 
led him to an elderly male lying on a bed unresponsive. Officer Wagner 
quickly assessed the subject and determined he had no pulse and was not 
breathing. 

Assisted by a family member, the subject was moved to the floor where 
Officer Wagner began chest compressions. He was able to complete 4 
rounds of compressions prior to rescue arriving on the scene. 

After a brief assessment, the rescue team utilized an AED to administer a 
shock to revive the subject. Due to his quick thinking and actions, Officer 
Wagner aided in saving the life of this 90-year-old subject.

LIFESAVING AWARD

Officer Kyle Wagner
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2021 Valor Awards Sponsors
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THANK YOU TO OUR EMCEE!
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Michelle Marsh
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TABLE SPONSORS 

+ Allied Universal Security Services  

+ HealthWorks of Northern Virginia 

+ Inova Loudoun Hospital 

+ Integrus Holdings, Inc.  

+ Leesburg Police Department 

+ Loudoun County Sheriff ’s Office 

+ Loudoun County Combined Fire  
and Rescue System 

+ Northwest Federal Credit Union 

+ Purcellville Police Department

BENEFACTOR TABLES 

+ Ashby Ponds 

+ CroppMetcalfe 

+ Langhorne Custom Homes 

+ Loudoun First Responders Foundation 

+ QTS Data Centers 

+ Sevila, Saunders, Huddleston & White, P.C.  

+ Telos Corporation  

+ Toth Financial Services 

+ Jenkins Restoration 

+ Strongbridge LLC 

2021 VALOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

+ April Brown, Inova Loudoun Hospital 

+ Threase Baker, ABBTECH Professional 
Resources, Inc. 

+ Kenneth B. Chaletzky, Copy General 
Corporation 

+ Donna Fortier, Mobile Hope Association 

+ Craig French, Inova Loudoun Hospital 

+ Betsy Henry, Loud & Clear Marketing, LLC 

+ Emily Johnson, Town of Purcellville 

+ Tina Johnson, JP Events & Consulting 

+ Carol Kearney, Momentum Realty, LLC 

+ Suzanne Kelly, StoneSprings Hospital Center 

+ Lisa Kimball, The Arc of Loudoun 

+ Chief Cynthia McAlister, Town of Purcellville 

+ Stacey Metcalfe, Morven Park 

+ John Morgan, Loudoun County Combined 
 Fire and Rescue System 

+ Mark Moore, Rover Records Management 

+ TJ Moore, Leesburg Police Department 

+ Chief Michael Nally, Loudoun County 
Combined Fire and Rescue System 

+ Dorri O’Brien, Inova Loudoun Hospital 

+ Amy Paratore, StoneSprings Hospital Center 

+ Sherry Phillips, Loudoun County  
Combined Fire and Rescue System 

+ Francis Rath, Loudoun County 
Volunteer Rescue Squad 

+ Erwin Stierle Jr., American Red Cross  
in the National Capital Region 

+ Michelle Thompson, BFPE International 

+ Colin Whittington, Loudoun County  
Sheriff ’s Office



Inova Loudoun Hospital – Adult 
and Children’s Emergency Rooms
44045 Riverside Pkwy.
Leesburg, VA 20176
Level 3 Trauma Center: Loudoun County’s 
only designated trauma center

Congratulations to the 2021 Valor Award recipients.

Inova Loudoun Hospital celebrates you!

Honoring Loudoun County’s Fire and Rescue  
Personnel, Deputies and Police Officers

Your Courage Inspires

inova.org/ilh

Inova Emergency Room – 
Ashburn
Inova HealthPlex – Ashburn
22505 Landmark Ct.
Ashburn, VA 20148

Inova Emergency Room – 
Leesburg
224 Cornwall St. N.W.
Leesburg, VA 20176


